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Introduction

The human heart is one of the most important organs in our body. It's 

responsible for pumping blood throughout the body and providing it with 

oxygen and other nutrients. The heart plays a vital role in maintaining life, 

and its proper functioning ensures that all bodily systems are working 

optimally. It is estimated that the average adult has approximately 2.5 to 3 

billion heartbeats per lifetime and just one missed beat can be a sign of an 

underlying health issue.

Evolution of the Human Heart

The human heart has evolved over many centuries. It is believed that the 

first four-chambered hearts, similar to ours today, were found in the early 

reptiles around 300 million years ago. Over the years, the structure and 

composition of the heart have continued to evolve and change in response 

to environmental pressures.
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Location of Human Heart

The human heart is located in the thoracic cavity, between the lungs, 

behind the sternum, and slightly to the left side. It rests above the 

diaphragm and is surrounded by a pericardial sac that contains fluid that 

cushions its movements.

Structure of the Human Heart

The human heart is made up of four chambers: two atria, or receiving 

chambers, and two ventricles, or pumping chambers. The right atrium and 

ventricle are separated by the tricuspid valve, and the left atrium and 

ventricle are separated by the bicuspid or mitral valve. The heart is 

encased in a double-walled sac called the pericardium, which protects it 

from injury.

Anatomy of the Human Heart

The human heart has three major layers:

(1) Epicardium:

The outermost layer is made of fat and connective tissue. It also contains 

blood vessels that supply the heart with oxygenated blood, as well as veins 

that drain deoxygenated blood from it.

(2) Myocardium:

This middle layer is composed of cardiac muscle fibers that contract and 

relax to propel blood through the heart.

(3) Endocardium:

This innermost layer is made of endothelial tissue and lines the chambers, 

valves, and vessels of the heart. It helps form a barrier between the blood 

and cardiac muscle fibers.
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Electrical System

The electrical system of the heart consists of specialized cells called 

pacemaker cells that generate an electrical impulse known as the sinoatrial 

(SA) node. This impulse is sent out through the atria and then to the 

ventricles, causing them to contract in a coordinated fashion. 

The electrical system plays an important role in maintaining a regular 

heartbeat. It also helps regulate blood pressure by controlling how quickly 

or slowly blood is pumped throughout the body. The heartbeat is 

determined by the electrical impulse created by the sinoatrial node. This 

impulse causes the atria to contract first, followed by the ventricles. As the 

ventricles contract, they squeeze blood into the arteries and out of the 

heart.

The rate of contraction is controlled by how quickly or slowly impulses are 

generated in the SA node. This rate is determined by a variety of factors, 

such as exercise, stress levels, and medications.

Physiology of the Human Heart

The physiology of the human heart involves complex interactions between 

cells, molecules, and organs. The electrical system of the heart controls its 

rhythm and determines the timing of each heartbeat. 

In addition, special proteins called ion pumps regulate the movement of 

ions across cell membranes to maintain a balance between them. This 

helps ensure that blood is moved in and out of the heart chambers 

efficiently.

Working of Human Heart

The human heart is considered a double pump, with the right side of the
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heart pumping deoxygenated blood to the lungs and the left side receiving 

oxygen-rich blood from them. The heart contracts and relaxes in an 

organized pattern that results in coordinated pulses of the blood being 

pushed out into the arteries. 

Each heartbeat begins with an electrical impulse generated by a group of 

cells in the sinoatrial node. This impulse triggers the contraction of all four 

heart chambers and is responsible for maintaining a regular heartbeat.

The human heart pumps blood to the whole body. It has four chambers: 

two atria and two ventricles. When the right atrium is filled with 

deoxygenated blood, it contracts and forces the blood into the right 

ventricle. 

The right ventricle then contracts and pumps this same blood to the lungs 

where it exchanges oxygen for carbon dioxide and returns as oxygenated 

blood to the left atrium. This process is repeated as the left ventricle 

contracts and pumps this newly-oxygenated blood out to the rest of the 

body, providing it with essential nutrients and oxygen.

Blood Pressure

The force of the blood as it moves through arteries is called blood 

pressure. It is measured using a cuff wrapped around the upper arm and 

monitored with a sphygmomanometer. Normal blood pressure should be 

between 90/60 mmHg and 120/80 mmHg for adults. High or low levels of 

this can indicate various health problems such as heart disease or stroke.

Significance of the Human Heart

The human heart is an incredible organ responsible for keeping us alive 

and functioning. Not only does it provide our bodies with oxygenated
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blood, but it also regulates hormones and helps maintain a steady internal 

temperature. It is important to take care of the heart by exercising 

regularly, eating a balanced diet, avoiding smoking and alcohol, and 

managing stress. Taking these steps can help keep the human heart strong 

for years to come.

Diseases Associated With Human Heart

Various diseases can affect the human heart, such as coronary artery 

disease and arrhythmia.

(1) Coronary artery disease:

It occurs when the arteries become narrowed or blocked due to the 

buildup of plaque. This reduces the amount of blood that can reach the 

heart muscle and can lead to chest pain, shortness of breath, or even a 

heart attack. Treatment for this condition can involve lifestyle changes, 

medicines, or even surgery.

(2) Arrhythmia:

It occurs when there is an irregular heartbeat due to abnormalities in the 

electrical system. Symptoms may include palpitations, dizziness, or even 

fainting. Treatment can involve lifestyle changes, medicines, and/or 

surgical procedures.

It is important to be aware of any symptoms associated with these heart 

conditions, as they can be serious and require prompt medical attention.

(3) Heart Valve Disease:

When the heart valves become damaged, they may not be able to open 

and close properly. This can cause blood to back up in the heart chambers 

leading to an irregular heartbeat, shortness of breath, chest pain, fatigue,
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or fainting. Treatment for this condition can involve lifestyle changes, 

medicines, or surgery.

FAQ's

What is the size of the human heart?

The size of an adult human heart is about the size of a fist, and it weighs 

about 11 ounces (310 grams).

What is the function of the human heart?

The human heart pumps blood to the entire body, providing essential 

nutrients and oxygen. It also helps regulate hormones and maintain a 

steady internal temperature.

Where is the heart located?

The human heart is located in the center of the chest, slightly to the left 

side. It is surrounded by a sac called the pericardium, which helps protect 

it and keep it in place.

What are some diseases associated with the human heart?

Some common diseases associated with the human heart include coronary 

artery disease, arrhythmia, and heart valve disease. Treatment for these 

conditions can involve lifestyle changes, medicines, or even surgery. It is 

important to be aware of any symptoms associated with these heart 

conditions, as they can be serious and require prompt medical attention.

What are the main parts of the heart?

The main parts of the human heart are:

1. The left and right atria, which receive blood from the body

2. The left and right ventricles, which pump the blood out to the rest of 

the body
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