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Introduction
Polar bears are the largest land carnivores in the world, and they possess 
some of the most impressive adaptations to Arctic life. With their thick fur 
coats and large bodies that help them survive long periods without food or 
warmth, these majestic creatures can be found inhabiting the icy regions 
of North America, Europe, and Asia. 
Polar bears have been around for millions of years and, despite their iconic 
status as symbols of the Arctic wilderness, they remain threatened due to 
climate change and human activities.
Habitat of Polar Bears
Polar bears are found in five different sub-populations that inhabit the 
Arctic Ocean and its surrounding areas: Alaska (USA), Canada, Greenland 
(Denmark), Norway, and Russia. They tend to prefer areas with pack ice, 
which is sea ice that is frozen together into large sheets of ice. 
This type of habitat provides them with an abundant food source in the 
form of seals and other marine life that live beneath the surface of the ice. 
Polar bears also use their dens as refuges from extreme cold or predators, 
and they can be found on the edges of glaciers and in sea ice near 
shorelines.
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Classification of Polar Bears
Polar bears are classified as marine mammals within the family Ursidae, 
which includes all species of bears. They have thicker fur coats than other 
kinds of bears and their unique white color helps them camouflage in the 
snow and ice. This adaptation also helps them stay warm in the cold 
climate of their habitats. They are considered an apex predator with no 
natural predators other than humans.
Characteristics and Behaviors of Polar Bears
Polar bears have long claws, sharp teeth, a  keen sense of smell, and great 
swimming abilities that make them well-adapted to living in the Arctic. 
They can often be seen walking on sea ice searching for food, and they are 
also capable of traveling long distances by swimming between ice floes. 
Polar bears also hibernate during the cold winter months to conserve 
energy, but they can wake up when disturbed.
Breeding and Reproduction in Polar Bears
Polar bears typically breed once a year and the female will give birth to up 
to three cubs after a gestation period of about two and a half months. At 
birth, the cubs are only about six ounces in weight but they quickly grow 
and can weigh up to 10 pounds by the time they are weaned from their 
mother’s milk. The cubs remain with their mother for around two and a 
half years, which is longer than most other bear species.
Importance of Polar Bears
Polar bears are important to the Arctic ecosystem as they help maintain 
the balance of predators and prey. They also provide food sources to 
indigenous human populations, and they have great cultural significance 
to many Arctic communities. The presence of polar bears is a sign that the 
Arctic environment is healthy and thriving.
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Threats to Polar Bears
The most significant threat to polar bear populations is climate change, 
which is causing the sea ice they depend on for food and shelter to melt 
away at an alarming rate. They are also threatened by hunting, pollution, 
oil and gas, and other human activities.
Climate Change:  As the climate warms, sea ice melts faster and polar 
bears are forced to spend more time on land in search of food. This can 
lead to increased conflicts with humans as they attempt to access human-
provided sources of food.
Hunting: Polar bears are legally hunted for their fur, meat, and other body 
parts in some Arctic communities. In areas where hunting is allowed, 
overharvesting can be a major threat to polar bear populations.
Pollution: Pollutants such as heavy metals, pesticides, and other chemicals 
can accumulate in the Arctic regions where polar bears live and can enter 
their food sources. This can lead to health problems for the bears or even 
death from poisoning.
Oil and Gas: Oil and gas development in the Arctic can have negative 
impacts on polar bear populations by disrupting their habitats, food 
sources, and access to den sites. In addition, it can also lead to increased 
conflicts with humans as bears are attracted to human-provided sources of 
food.
Protecting Polar Bears
To ensure the survival of polar bear populations, we must take steps to 
protect them from threats such as climate change, hunting, pollution, and 
oil and gas. This includes reducing greenhouse gas emissions and curbing 
the overhunting of polar bears in areas where hunting is allowed. 
Additionally, minimizing our impacts on the Arctic environment by 
engaging in sustainable practices such as reducing waste and controlling 
pollutants is also important.
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Education is also key to protecting polar bears. Educating people about the 
importance of polar bears and their role in the Arctic ecosystem can help 
increase awareness and foster a greater appreciation for these majestic 
creatures. 
Public support, which is often based on knowledge, is valuable in helping 
to protect polar bear populations from further decline.
Finally, we must work together to create effective legislation
FAQ's
Why are polar bears special?
Polar bears are special because they are the world’s largest land predators 
and they have adapted to their harsh Arctic environment. They also serve 
an important role in the Arctic ecosystem by maintaining a balance 
between predator and prey species, providing a food source for 
indigenous human populations, and having great cultural significance to 
many Arctic communities.
How many polar bears are left?
The current estimate of the global polar bear population is approximately 
26,000 individuals.
Why are polar bears Endangered?
Polar bears are endangered due to climate change, hunting, pollution, and 
oil and gas development in the Arctic. These threats have resulted in a 
significant decline in polar bear populations over the last few decades.
What happens if polar bears go extinct?
If polar bears were to become extinct, it would have significant impacts on 
the Arctic ecosystem, including decreased biodiversity and an increase in 
the populations of their prey species. It would also have a devastating 
effect on indigenous human communities who rely on them for food and 
cultural significance
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