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Introduction 

Pythagoras was a Greek philosopher, mathematician, and scientist who lived in the 6th century BC. 

He is famous for his contributions to mathematics, philosophy, and science, and his ideas have 

influenced Western thought for centuries. This essay will explore Pythagoras’ life, philosophy, 

contributions to mathematics and science, and his legacy. 

Life of Pythagoras 

Pythagoras was born on the island of Samos in Greece in 570 BC. His father was a merchant, and his 

mother was a native of the island. Pythagoras received his education in Samos and later in Miletus, 

where he studied with Thales, one of the Seven Sages of Greece. 

After completing his studies in Miletus, Pythagoras traveled to Egypt and Babylon, where he learned 

mathematics and astronomy. He also traveled to India, where he studied with the Brahmins and 

learned about their philosophy and religion. 

Pythagoras returned to Greece and settled in Croton, a city in southern Italy. He established the 

Pythagorean school, a community of scholars who studied mathematics, philosophy, and science. The 

Pythagorean school was famous for its strict code of conduct, which included vegetarianism, 

abstinence from alcohol, and a vow of secrecy. 

Pythagorean Philosophy 

Pythagoras believed in the transmigration of souls, the idea that the soul is immortal and can be 

reborn in different bodies. He also believed in the harmony of the universe and the interconnectedness 

of all things. Pythagoras believed that numbers and mathematical relationships were the key to 

understanding the universe. 



Pythagorean philosophy had a profound influence on mathematics and science. Pythagoras believed 

that the universe was ordered and that everything could be understood through mathematical 

relationships. This idea led to the development of geometry, which became an important tool for 

understanding the natural world. 

Pythagorean philosophy had some similarities to Eastern philosophies, such as the idea of the unity of 

all things and the concept of reincarnation. Pythagoras’ travels to India and his study with the 

Brahmins may have influenced his philosophy. 

Pythagorean Theorem 

The Pythagorean theorem states that in a right-angled triangle, the square of the length of the 

hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the squares of the lengths of the other two sides. This theorem is 

named after Pythagoras, although it was known to the Babylonians and Indians before his time. 

However, Pythagoras is credited with its discovery and proof. The Pythagorean theorem was 

important in ancient geometry and became the basis for trigonometry. The Pythagorean theorem has 

many applications in mathematics and science. It is used in geometry to find the length of sides of 

right-angled triangles, and in trigonometry to find angles and distances. The Pythagorean theorem is 

also used in physics to calculate forces and distances. 

Pythagorean Contributions to Mathematics 

The Pythagorean theorem was one of Pythagoras’ most important contributions to mathematics. It 

was used by Euclid in his famous book, Elements, which became the basis of geometry for centuries. 

The Pythagorean theorem also led to the development of trigonometry, which has important 

applications in mathematics, science, and engineering. 

Pythagoras and his followers made important contributions to geometry and number theory. They 

discovered several geometric theorems and formulas, including the theorem of the sum of the angles 

in a triangle, and the theorem of the sum of the angles in a polygon. They also worked on the problem 

of irrational numbers, which was an important issue in ancient mathematics. 

Pythagoras’ work in mathematics influenced later mathematicians, such as Euclid and Archimedes. 

His ideas also had a significant impact on other scientific disciplines, such as astronomy and music 

theory. 

Pythagorean Contributions to Science 

Pythagoras and his followers believed that the universe was ordered and could be understood through 

mathematical relationships. They developed a system of celestial spheres, in which the planets and 

stars were arranged in concentric circles. This idea had a significant impact on the development of 

astronomy and cosmology. 

Pythagoras and his followers believed that music was an important part of life and that it could be 

understood through mathematical relationships. They discovered several musical ratios, such as the 

octave, the fifth, and the fourth, which are still used in music theory today. They also studied 

acoustics and the properties of sound. 



Pythagorean science had a significant impact on the development of modern science. The idea that the 

universe is ordered and can be understood through mathematical relationships is still a fundamental 

principle of science. Pythagorean ideas about music and acoustics have also influenced modern 

scientific research in these fields. 

Legacy of Pythagoras 

Pythagoras had a significant impact on philosophy, mathematics, and science. His ideas about the 

interconnectedness of all things, the harmony of the universe, and the importance of mathematical 

relationships have influenced Western thought for centuries. 

Pythagoras’ ideas influenced later scholars and intellectuals, such as Plato and Aristotle. His ideas 

about the harmony of the universe and the importance of mathematical relationships are evident in 

Plato’s theory of Forms and Aristotle’s idea of the unmoved mover. 

Pythagoras’ work has relevance to contemporary society. His ideas about the interconnectedness of all 

things and the importance of mathematical relationships are still relevant today. His work in 

mathematics and science has also had a significant impact on modern technology. 

FAQs 

How did Pythagoras contribute to math? 

Pythagoras contributed to math by discovering and proving the Pythagorean theorem, which is 

fundamental to geometry and trigonometry, and by making important contributions to number theory 

and geometry. 

What is important about Pythagoras? 

Pythagoras is important because of his significant contributions to mathematics, philosophy, and 

science, and his ideas about the harmony of the universe and the importance of mathematical 

relationships have influenced Western thought for centuries. 

  

 


